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long hours of sunlight partly compensate for these difficulties,
which have been overcome by the use of drought-resistant
and frost-resistant plants. The new industrial settlements are
now supplied with all the potatoes and vegetables they need
from local farms.
There are to-day four large state farms and a number of
tractor stations in this area, a clear reflection of the develop-
ment of agriculture on modern lines. The Yakut no longer
keeps his farm animals in his dwelling during the winter, but
erects heated stables for them. There is now no necessity to
slaughter a large part of the stock in the autumn, since there
are ample reserves of fodder to last throughout the winter.
The development of agriculture is proceeding together
with the development of industry. The Lena coal basin is
second only to the Tungus basin in size, and in 1935 18,000
tons of brown coal were mined and either used locally or sent
down the Lena to Tixie Bay, the port on the northern sea
route. Although the output is small, it is sufficient to meet
the present local requirements. The mines are situated in
the Vilui basin (see Fig. 32) and near the junction of the
Vilui with the Lena. There are also mines close to the town
of Yakutsk, which supply the Yakutsk electric power-station
with fuel. The total annual output of the Yakut coal-mines
had risen by 1938 to over 60,000 tons.
Iron is mined in the Vilui,1 Lena, and Aldan valleys. There
is a considerable output of gold from the upper Vilui district,
and rock salt is also obtained from the same area. The Yakuts
must have known of the existence of iron ore deposits for
centuries, since they have long been renowned for the excellent
knife blades which they fashioned from iron obtained in the
hills.
Considering the vast potential resources of timber which
exist in Yakutia, the forests still remain almost untouched.
The lumber industry has shown considerable signs of develop-
ment, however, within recent years, and a number of saw-
mills and wood-working plants have been constructed. Much
1 The Botom iron-works have an annual capacity of 1250,000 tons of
pig-iron.           f